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Location Cottonwood Idaho Date 14 September 2006
Winona Idaho

Plan Coordinator Nick Broemeling Revision Date 19 December 2007

1.0 POLICY

Primeland Cooperatives is responsible for ensuring that all employees, contractors and vendors are 
protected during plant emergencies including chemical release, fire, severe weather or other events.  Each 
facility is assessed to determine the risks and actions necessary to protect the individuals and the processes.  
This policy provides the tools necessary to implement the appropriate action during a plant emergency

2.0 EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION

Name Title Home # Cell/Pager
Brad Higgins Camas Prairie Group Manager (208) 962-3011 (208) 791-8968
Tom Gehring Cottonwood Manager (208) 937-9613 (208) 983-6108
Dave O’Donnell Primeland Farm Store Manager (208) 746-6281 (208) 791-3467
Tim Pethtel Cottonwood Farm Store Manager (208) 935-2000 - -
Ken Mingo Agronomy Manager (509) 758-8403 (208) 791-3009
Ken Blakeman General Manager (208) 798-8588 (208) 791-2640
Nick Broemeling Safety & Compliance Manager (509) 758-1616 (509) 254-1686
Jerry Eide Environmental Manager (406) 777-9515 (651) 261-3851

3.0 EMERGENCY ASSESSMENT MATRIX

Type of Emergency Event 
Probability

Human
Impact

Property
Impact

Business
Impact

Internal
Resources

External
Resources

 Low<----------------------> High
 1<-------------------------------------------->4

Weak <------>Strong
1<------------------------->4

 Anhydrous Release ���� �� �� �� �� ��

Fire 2 �� �� �� �� ��

 Flood �� �� �� �� �� ��

 Tornado �� �� �� �� �� ��

 Severe Thunder Storm �� �� �� �� �� ��

 Winter Storm �� �� �� �� �� ��

 Vehicle Accident �� �� �� �� �� ��

  Power Failure 2 1 3 4 2 3

  Earthquake 1 4 4 4 2 2

 Terrorism �� �� �� �� �� ��
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4.0 EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION

Emergency notification will be completed as follows:

Type of Emergency �1�R�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���0�H�W�K�R�G

  Hazardous Material Release  Telephone, Cell phone, vehicle or plant radios

  Fire Paging system, Intercom, radio

 Flood  E-mail, telephone (advanced weather notification), cell phone

 Tornado  E-mail, telephone (advanced weather notification), cell phone

 Severe Thunder Storm  E-mail, telephone (advanced weather notification), cell phone 

 Winter Storm  E-mail, telephone (advanced weather notification), cell phone 

 Vehicle Accident  Telephone, cell phone, vehicle radio

  Power Failure  Cell Phone, vehicle or plant radio (portable)

  Earthquake  Paging system, Intercom, radio

 Terrorism/Violence Threat Cell Phone, vehicle or plant radio (portable)

An “emergency” may occur from other than listed above.  For unusual events, employees will use all 
available means to notify area management/personnel of an emergency situation.  Portable air-horns are 
provided at bins and silos to provide additional warning signals to notify plant personnel.

5.0 FACILITY-SPECIFIC PLANS 

The Cottonwood Operations include the Grain Storage, Feed Mill, Seed Mill and Farm Store (Retail) 
located at the main facility.  In addition to these operations, a Cardtrol Fuel station is located at 304 West 
Foster in Cottonwood.  Pre-plan information is provided to the Idaho County Sheriffs Department that 
identifies main electrical shutoff, natural gas feed and water supply for fire suppression.  Pre-plan 
information also indicates special hazards for technical rescue from elevated surfaces and from within grain 
bins and silos.

- Anhydrous Ammonia storage is temporary at this facility - staged overnight in 1,000-gallon 
applicator tanks mounted on vehicles and are used in delivery for Primeland field applicators.  There 
is no fixed anhydrous tank at this location.  All tank and transfer valves are inspected and secured 
daily.

- Farm Store retail sales include some farm/home chemicals in liquid and solid formulations – all 
rated as consumer commodities or sold as a pesticide defined in the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide & 
Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) and subject to the labeling requirements of that act and labeling 
regulations issued under that act by the Environmental Protection Agency

- Agronomy operations involve multiple pesticides and herbicides that are handled from single-gallon 
containers to bulk materials.  Plans include first aid response and measures to take in the event of a 
spill or release.

- Grain commodities are stored in wooden cribs, steel bins and concrete elevators at the Cottonwood 
facility.  Emergency plan information includes procedures for fire, medical, rescue and confined 
space emergencies
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- Responding to facility emergencies at these locations is the primary responsibility of the Idaho 
County Sheriff and the Idaho State Police.  Hazardous materials response is dependent on the type of 
emergency and resources from the are who would act as response agencies.  The fire department is 
volunteer and is less than one-half mile from the Cottonwood Facility

- The Winona facility utilizes steel bins for grain storage.  Grain storage facilities such as this are 
operated only seasonally and do not store hazardous materials.  Employees are informed of the other 
risks associated with grain facilities and are responsible for notifying management of emergency 
situations

6.0 MEDICAL EMERGENCY 

Primeland provides first aid, CPR and AED (Automatic External Defibrillator) training to various 
employees responsible for first aid and medical emergency response.  Notification of trained responders is 
achieved through the paging system, portable radios, and cell phones.  Instructions are posted at 
communication centers that provide emergency contact information.  First aid responders are trained to 
provide basic first aid to the injured until ambulance personnel arrive.  No responder will place themselves 
in imminent danger during emergencies.  If it is not possible to perform rescue without placing rescuers in 
danger, rescue will wait for professional rescue teams and assist as needed.

7.0 HAZARDOUS MATERIALS INCIDENTS

Spill response materials are provided throughout the facility for small spills or releases.  Documentation is 
provided for emergency notification of on-site personnel in the event of a significant release.  Spill 
Response Training is provided to personnel that assures responders take the appropriate steps in mitigating 
the spill and preventing additional release to the environment.

At the Cottonwood Cardtrol site, Bulk fuel is located in aboveground storage tanks (AST) that are in 
secondary containment areas that will capture spills or releases from these tanks.  

8.0 SEVERE WEATHER

Occasional weather events occur that places employees and facilities at risk.  Advanced weather warnings 
provide opportunity to prepare for these events by taking proactive steps to assure personnel safety and 
facility security during the event.  Severe thunderstorms can occur suddenly and employees are directed to 
shelter in place to ensure personal safety.

9.0 ADDITIONAL FACILITY/PERSONNEL RISK

Security risks evaluated at this facility includes threats from external sources that include domestic violence 
against employees, breaches in security by attempted theft of fuels, etc., that may cause facility damage and 
willful vandalism. 

10.0 ADDITIONAL CONTACT INFORMATION

Police, Fire, Emergency Medical Service:  9-1-1 (Lewis County)
St Mary’s Hospital (Cottonwood)  (208) 962-3251
St Mary’s Clinic (Craigmont) (208) 924-5504 (Daytime Hours, Variable Days)
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11.0 EMPLOYEE TRAINING

All Primeland employees will receive general awareness training pertaining to the plan and the recognition 
and response to plant emergencies.  Those individuals recognized as responders shall receive in-depth 
training on responding to plant emergencies.  

Training also includes basic fire safety including fire extinguisher use, locations of employee gathering 
areas, and location of emergency phones including a review of the instructions posted at those phones.


